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visiting all the divya desams and whenever he came across a
tank filled with lotus flowers, he would identify the lotus flower
with Mahalakshmi and immediately pluck them and offer them
to Narayana. Because of this, he used to be called Pundarikar.
In the course of his travels, once he went to Srimushnam. He
worshipped Bhuvaraha Perumal there and then went to Thillai
Thiruchitrakutam.
There he plucked 100 flowers from the Tirupparkadal
theertham at Thiruchitrakutam. He then heard an asareeri
voice directing him to worship Lord Narayana with those 100
flowers. But the rishi could not find Lord Narayana anywhere
near the Tirupparkadal theertham. He was worried that the
100 flowers that he plucked may wither with the passage of
time. He then prayed to the Lord to rush to his rescue even as
He helped Gajendra, His devotee who wanted to offer one lotus
flower at the divine feet of Narayana. Even as he completed
his sincere prayers, Lord Narayana appeared before him with
His four hands and lying down in the Bhoga sayana pose on
His divine couch Adisesha. Wonder of wonders the rishi saw
that the God was wearing the 100 flowers which he had earlier
plucked. Pundarika rishi was very happy and prayed to God to
continue to give darshan in that pose to all the other devotees
as well. God conceded his wish and said that as Pundarika rishi
offered prayers here and had the divine vision, the place would
thenceforth be also known as Pundarikapuram and that the
Thayar would be known as Pundarikavalli and the pushkarini
which was full of lotus flowers would be known as Pundarika
pushkarini. Hence it is that even today, Thillai vanam is also
known as Pundarikapuram.
Yet another story connected with this place explains why
the place got the name Thillai. Once upon a time, two asura
ladies by name Gilly and Dilly went to Sri Mushnam, prayed to
Bhuvaragha Perumal. Bhuvaraga Perumal asked them to ask
for any boon. Gflly then asked that in Srimushna kshetram
where the Perumal had appeared in a swayam vyaktha form
she would like to stand guard on the boundary of the temple
and be permitted to worship the divine feet of the Lord for
ever and ever. Varahamurthi granted that wish and Gilly was